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There are several changes in this issue of UGE news. More columns are added and we hope that this would make UGE News
more relevant to students’ life and enhance their interest in general education.

2016 has been a significant year for the Office of University General Education. In September, our UGE team is honoured to
receive the UGC teaching award. This year the UGC accepted team nomination to the show importance of teaching by a team.
This award is an acknowledge to teaching of the UGE courses that have been offered for five years already. In this issue, there
will be a special article about this award, and we hope the readers can share our joy! We are also delighted to have Dr. Wong
Wing Hung, the Associate Programme Director of GEF programme, to write for the How to do well in UGE courses column. Apart
from sharing how to do well in In Dialogue in Nature, he also tells us about his observation and experience from his many years

of teaching, and each line of his shows how passionate he is about teaching. Unlver81ty

Student submission is also added in this issue of UGE news. We hope that this will give an opportunity for students to share General
their thoughts on a particular topic in the way they like without being limited by the deadlines of assignments. There are three

submissions in this issue: YU Cheuk Ki from the School of Journalism and Communication reflects upon the speech given by *
Professor LEE, Francis L.F. in a session of GE Salon in November. Chinese major student CHIU Hang Yin will share how she, as Educ atlon
an arts student, enters into the world of In Dialogue with Nature. TSE Sin Hang Henry, a philosophy major, will share his thoughts

about Shakespeare’s timeless classic — Macbeth. Although these writings are on different topics, the authors echo each other with Newsletter

their reflection on themselves and the society.

As for the interview column, we have the Fulbright exchange scholar Professor Frederick Davis, who came to the CUHK this
year for academic exchange and teaching. He is a historian of science and a historian of environment. As a historian of

science, he gives his view on the science classics, and the intimate relation between humans and science. He is also 3@

a passionate birdwatcher. In the article he shares his thoughts about birdwatching, which would definitely be inspiring Mg $
for students.
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It is the fifth year of CUHK General Education Foundation (GEF) Programme since the launch of it in 2012.
On 8th of September of 2016, Prof. LEUNG Mei-yee, Director of University General Education, Dr. Julie
CHIU, Deputy Programme Director of GEF Programme and Dr. WONG Wing-hung, Associate Director of
University General Education, have been honoured with the 2016 UGC Teaching Award by the University
Grants Committee (UGC), in recognition of the excellent design and implementation of GEF Programme. The
UGC has accepted team nominations for the teaching award starting this year to recognize the increasing
importance of team teaching.

General Education has been an indispensable part of CUHK’s undergraduate experience since the founding
of the University. With the 2012 new curriculum, General Education at CUHK was brought to a new height by
the introduction of the GEF Programme, Apart from the existing “Four Areas” of University General Education,
CUHK added 6 required credits of GEF programme for 4-year undergraduate students. The difference between
“Four Areas” and GEF programme is that “Four Areas” encourage students to explore different academic
disciplines, while GEF programme use a “common-core” approach, using selected classics to widen students’
horizon and at the same time, provide students a common intellectual and cultural experience. The ultimate
goal of GEF program is to create an interactive and self-motivated learning community in the campus. It
consists of two courses, In Dialogue with Humanity and In Dialogue with Nature, through which students
engage in a weekly ‘dialogue’ at home with a classic from the humanities or the sciences, to be followed with
a ‘dialogue’ in class with fellow classmates and the teacher, as they jointly explore questions about good life,
ideal society, controversies over science, etc.

Professor Leung, Dr. Chiu and Dr. Wong are deeply honoured to receive the award. Professor Leung said,
‘The award is recognition of the importance of a broad-based education for the personal development of young
people. Nowadays, while the pursuit of professional qualifications seems the most prominent part of university
education, CUHK is determined to foster in our students a yearning for a bigger, “wider” world.” Three award
recipients expressed heartfelt thanks to each member of GEF teaching team. They believed that the award not
only shows recognition to the belief of CUHK general education, also a tribute to dedicated GEF teachers — for
their wholehearted commitment in teaching and inspiring students.

The course contents and textbooks are designed and produced by the General Education team, and small
class size limit is set to ensure quality of classroom interaction. To facilitate students’ intellectual and emotional
development, innovative learning aids and enrichment activities for students have been developed, ranging from
specially-designed mobile apps, Peer Assisted Study Sessions (PASS), reading and writing workshops, toGE
salon, movie nights, etc. Apart from the two mobile apps which serve as optional online reading companions for
students, the programme also makes extensive use of eLearning platforms and micro-modules (UGFN/UGFH)
to facilitate flipped classrooms. GEF Teaching team also conducted teaching and learning research to examine
course effectiveness, and explore different possibilities.

To look back these 4 years, GEF programme gained an encouraging amount of recognition in terms of awards,

student feedback and researches. Three award recipients also expressed sincere gratitude to founding task
force of GEF programme in the very early stage to set programme direction, and ongoing teaching support
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CUHK General Education
Team Awarded 2016
UGC Teaching Award

from Independent Learning Centre, library and Information Technology Services
Centre.

Last year, GEF programme was granted the Exemplary Program Award for
Improving General Education by the Association for General and Liberal Studies
(AGLS), in recognition of its commitment to continuously improving teaching and
learning approaches in general education based on students’ needs and learning
outcomes.
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To ensure the quality of UGE courses offered, each course has to go through
a rigorous course approval process to upkeep academic standard and GE

There is also an Assessment Panel to review and approve course assessment
to ensure that students are fairly graded according to the university course

assessment

ERIRIE - R (FERP ORI EBH BRI ER) MR B EE A
Source: Leung Mei Yee, General Education in The Chinese University of Hong Kong: Mission
and Implementation and UGE website
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Dating back to 1963, the year when the CUHK was established, there were already such
courses as “General history of China” in New Asia College, and “Philosophy of life” in Chung

There has been such course arrangement as “Seven areas” and “Three areas” to suit the
03 needs of different times

In the early 90s, there were only less than 100 GE courses offered to students. In the 1996 to
1997 academic year, the number of courses offered increased to more than 150, and in 2000,
04 there were 230 more courses. In the present academic year (2016-2017), there are already
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1. To better prepare, CUHK started planning GEF in 2006 and piloted it
from 2009. Since 2010, all secondary six entrants have benefited from the
programme.

2. These foundation courses were named “The Value in Culture”
and “Humans’ Place in Nature”, collectively called Wisdom in World
Civilizations. Later they were re-named as “In Dialogue with Humanity”
and “In Dialogue with Nature” respectively because of the process of being
in “dialogue” with the classic texts involved in teaching.

3. Since the launch of GEF in 2012, over 24,000 students have been
enrolled in the programme.

4. With 3,800 freshmen per year, GEF would need to offer 152 sessions for
each of the two courses every year.

5. There are 26 full time teaching staff at the office of university general
education. They are all from different academic background, including
political philosophy, religious studies, cultural studies, Chinese philosophy,
ancient Greek philosophy, theoretical physics, plant taxonomy, protein
sciences, structural biology, pharmacology of Chinese medicine, Al,
machine learning, etc.
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Source: UGE website and Cheung Chan Fai, the former Director of University
General Education
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Study Tips on GEF

Study Tips On General Education Foundation

Let’s start from the fact. Starting from the trial-teaching periods in 2009 (In
Dialogue with Nature was called The Classics in Science back then), the
students who failed the course included both kinds of students. And you think
those who got A range grades are all science students? Not really, both kinds
of students did get A in the course. Obviously, the names “arts students” or
“science students” are just labels of their history, not of their ability.

Undoubtedly, many students from the arts discipline are worried when they
hear the name of this course. But being worried is sometimes good for one’s
studies; worries sometimes do push us further! If science students do not put
efforts into it, they will end up failing too! So a moderate amount of worry is
needed, because it prompts us to do better. What's a problem is the excess
of it. It takes time to deal with the anxiety of a person. Keep in mind these few
points, they will help:

1. | am like other people: In Dialogue with Nature has been offered for
years and its curriculum is adjusted for a few times already. If the previous
students from the art disciplines can do it, why can’t I?

2. | can understand too: remember, what the label “arts students” tells
is only your history, not your ability. What past training your received would not
make you unable to understand mathematical concepts. These are faculties
common to all.

3. Everyone makes mistakes: many art students are afraid of making
mistakes in front of others in class discussion. Keep in mind that it is ok to
make mistakes in this course. We encourage students to learn by making
mistakes, and by discussion we can find out what is the right answer.

4. Our wholehearted teachers: the teachers of this course are
always willing to help, go to them if you need help! There are also lots of
supplementary learning materials for this course as well, such as reading
guide and the DiaNable App. They are especially made to help students in
this course!

They are generally more willing to express their opinions in a detailed
and precise manner, which is an advantage for their participation in class
discussion and essay writing. Let me share a bit of my experience. There
were a few years of time which | took Theology courses after work. The
course required students to write a lot of paper. But as a science student, |
was used to expressing thoughts and ideas in terms of abstract formula and
graphs, and | became totally illiterate at first. | wished | was an arts student!
So all | could do was trying to express myself clearly, concisely, not letting
my history determine my ability. | made it at last and graduated successfully.

Arts students are usually more careful readers. | have seen some textbooks
belonging to arts students before, and their notes were written all over the
pages with different colours. | wished my textbook was like that too! Their
understanding might be more in-depth than mine! | have also met some
English major students, telling me that they do not prefer reading the reading
guide provided because that might affect their understanding of the text. Isn’t
that exactly the aim of this course, to encourage students read not secondary
but primary text? These students from the English department did it, with good
grades from this course. | truly admire them. There is also another student
majoring in Chinese. She came to me almost every week to ask questions
about the text, not leaving until she made sense of the content. There were a
few times when she made really in-depth questions, and that deepened my
understanding of the text too. | am really grateful for that.

Dr WONG Wing Hung

Associate Director of Office of University General Education and
Associate Programme Director of General Education Foundation

Programme

Academic Interests:

Theoretical physics

Christian theology

Dialogue between science and religion
Popular science

Teaching classics for general education

For sure, | started out because | was interested in it, but | have to admit, there is also a story behind
it. | was very naughty when | was a kid (and now too). When in junior high, there was a teach who
taught me both English and Visual Arts, and my marks for those two subjects weren’t very good.
When she was on maternal leave and the substitute teacher came, my grades improved quite
a bit. But when she came back from maternal leave my grades went back down again. | knew
she didn’t quite like me and | thought: if | studied science, as long as | got the answers right, the
teachers couldn’t do anything about me, not even a mark can be deducted!

| won’'t say | have been passionate about science all the way through these years. There is
something | don'’t like about science, but | am already on the boat for so many years, | can’t
just jump out it now right? Fortunately, science is indeed interesting. Take mobile phones as an
example, isn’tit interesting that hundreds and thousands of people can be communicating through
it with all these wireless signals flying everywhere in the air? How can my phone pick out exactly
the signal from the phone of the person on the other side? Air conditioners definitely improved
the quality of life, but how does it cool down the air? And why does it drip? These are all very
fascinating questions, but not many people are interested in them. | think even the phenomenon
of people’s disinterest in these questions is interesting. May be we are just too used to living with
scientific achievements, just like we are used to seeing the school bus drivers or the cashier
everyday, that's why we aren’t interested anymore.

There are times when science isn’t practical, but is interesting too. Enough of this, I'll answer the
other question. The reason why | wanted to study theology is to understand what | am believing in.
Isn’t that something normal? It's like what we do when we want to understand what we are actually
saying. When you say, “break a leg”. The first thing that comes to mind is what this means and the
story behind it. When you say, “let the cat out of the bag”. Naturally you would want to ask: “why is
it cat but not other animals?” Studying theology is to clarify something for me.

| think arts and science are not two different areas, but rather a division of labour, in the sense
that both of them extend the horizon human knowledge. Delimiting the exact boundaries of each
discipline will only limit our understanding. Of course, when there is a division of labour, there
is necessarily a difference in the concepts that they use and in the theoretical framework within
which they work. But if you are willing to make efforts to understand them and bear in mind their
commonality, that imagined line of distinction will disappear.

As to whether these two subjects can engage in a dialogue, that depends on our expectation. If
what we want to do is only to compare and juxtapose the contents of the two courses, that would
be easy, and it has actually been done before. For example, someone once compared the allegory
of the cave to the ladder of love, and some other thought that biodiversity is an example of “inter-
being”. But as to something further, like an integration of the two courses under a more complex
framework, quite frankly, it is very difficult! Even the integration of science and faith took us long
enough to achieve just a small step, needless to say that for the integration of the two courses.
We still have a long way to go!
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Bird watching itself actually is a real dialogue with the nature! You
organized a bird watching trip for our students last month and they
enjoyed so much. Why are you so keen on bird watching?

It matters for several reasons. One is that birds serve as “sentinel species”.
What | mean by that is that bird populations give scientists an index to the
health of the environment. If bird populations are strong, it is a good sign that
environmental quality is strong as well. So | think a number of environmental
scientists and biologists monitor bird populations as an index to the health of
environment.

One of the arguments Rachel Carson made in Silent Spring is that along
with the notion that birds serve a guide to the health of the environment, bird
watching is a way of connecting with nature directly. So it is another way of
appreciating the world around us.

And at a place like CUHK, we don’t need to go far because the campus itself
is heavily forested and there are really strong bird populations right here on
campus.

| believe that discovering birds and discovering the places where to study them
has given me much deeper appreciation of Hong Kong. Hong Kong is famous
because it has two so-called important bird areas in the New Territories: Mai
Po Nature Reserve and Long Valley, but there are many other places to study
nature near the city.

v -

It sounds special to me as people a lot of time refer Hong Kong as a
cosmopolitan city, but seldom focus on the beauty of nature here.

That's a wonderful thing. Here it is this world famous cosmopolitan city and
yet it is also a place that incredibly rich in diversity of birds and not just birds,
butterflies and insects and many other species as well.

In your observation, is the climatic change affecting birds as well?

Certainly my impressions of bird populations in the US, where | spent most
of my life studying birds, are very disturbing. Over the course of over the past
40 years of bird watching, | am struck along with many other bird watchers
that bird populations are declining rapidly and | think to some extent science
support this as well.

Itis notjustin the US, in Europe, in Asia, all over the world the bird populations
are in decline. But the reasons are complex and multi-factorial which is why
| hesitate to point to climate change or land use patterns or other factors
that reduce populations of birds. But it certainly seems to be the case bird
populations are declining and it speaks the health of the environment.

Will you organize another birdwatching trip in the coming semester?

Yes. | hope to plan a birdwatching trip in association with not just my session
of in dialogue with nature but all other sessions. And have the opportunity to
appreciate the way that the messages of Silent Spring still apply to the world
today.

Feature Interview

Interview with
Fulbright Scholar

Professor Frederick Davis:

In dialogue with nature
through history and
birdwatching

UGE News
Professor Davis

Welcome to CUHK! We know that you are staying in CUHK for 10months
and will give us a series of inspiring lectures in both “In Dialogue with
Nature” and Area C in UGE course. Can you give a short introduction
of you to all students in CUHK?

First of all, let me say thank you for the welcome and thank you to everyone
especially here in the Office of University General Education. Everyone in
CUHK | just found to be very welcoming since | arrived in august.

To characterize myself, | am a historian of science and environmental
historian. | hold the R. Mark Lubbers Chair in the History of Science at Purdue
University in the United States. But currently | am a Fulbright Scholar here in
the Office of University General Education at CUHK.

My research has taken a couple of different directions. My most recent book
is called Banned: A History of Pesticides and the Science of Toxicology(click
here to access CUHK lib ebook), that's about the science and policy regarding
pesticides in United States. But recently | expanded that research to include
global perspective. | am very interested in what happened beyond the borders
of United States.

\Vhy are you interested in the history of science? It seems that to a lot
of people, science is all about technological advancement.

That’s very interesting because particularly when we study science we focus
on the cutting edge and the research of the past year or two, or maybe five
years at most.

But when you consider the history of science you realize that the history of
science and the relationship between science and society is much deeper
than the past five years. It extends decades and centuries actually. So there
are still messages from reading classic texts in history of science — reading
from Charles Darwin, Rachel Carson, James Watson, Not to mention Galileo
and Newton.

To you as an environmental historian, what do you think about the role
of science and the relationship between science and us?

| think each of us has a relationship to science. Science and the development
of scientific ideas influences us, whether we are aware of it or not. And
whether we choose to be scientists or doctors or engineers, we are influenced
by science and particularly science policies.

And | think all of us need to learn to manage the new scientific information in
our daily life. The way we manage that is through the choices of consumers
and through our choices as voters. So whether we choose to be scientists or
not, | think science influences us and our daily lives.

So is it the central theme of your UGC course Disease, medicine and

society?
Yes, itis. That’s one of the central points. Basically that course has two central
themes. One theme is that disease has played a profound role in history,
going back to the Bubonic plague and continues right up to the present.
Another significant theme argues that the diseases in present in the world
have long histories insofar as there are any number of emerging infections,
and re-emerging infections, malaria, yellow fever, influenza, these diseases
have a long relationship with our society. And in a very similar way, whether we
choose to be doctors or actually focus on medical sciences, we are influenced
by the ideas and by the new discoveries of physicians all the time.

We know that you are going to teach In Dialogue with Nature in the
coming semester. What do you feel about the course?

| am really looking forward to teaching In Dialogue with Nature. | think the
readings and structure of the course are an ideal introduction to the relationship
between science and society. | think it is an incredibly invaluable course and |
really look forward to hearing students’ perspectives on some of the classics
work from the history of science.

In a lot of ways that | think the course like In Dialogue with Nature is perfect
because it gives us an opportunity to think about the role of science in our
daily life, but also in a broader intellectual development: What is the role of
science in the society? And how do we, as individuals, relate the science and
how the science influences us? So | think all these issues by reading classics
texts in a course like “In Dialogue with Nature” really come to the fore.
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Dr. LI Chun Hong: the politics of the Gospel of Mark
“Many asked why bothered with the politics of the
Gospel of Mark? In fact, every book, text, writing,
or even your life, broadly speaking are all related
to politics. Dr Li points out the political implication
of the Gospel of Mark from the social background
of the Bible. This not only deepens our understand-
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“Rousseau can be interpreted in many different ways.
Some say that he is a thinker who loves freedom, but
at the same time, there are also many from contem-
porary time who condemn him as a totalitarian.” Dr.
IP unveils the political world of Rousseau by looking
at the views of different political philosophers. This
micro module leads us to look at the two dependent
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Understanding “mind” — a peek on the secret of consciousness with
corpus callosotomy (split brain surgery)

Some patients severely affected by seizures will undergo corpus
callosotomy, a brain splitting procedure involving the severing of
the two hemispheres. After the surgery, the patients show abnor-
mal patterns of behaviour, for example, when doing grocery at the
supermarket, their left hand and right hand seem to have different
“preferences”, and their hands have different opinions too when
the patient is putting on clothes. To this, many neuroscientists
have done different tests, and they found that this phenomenon
might be caused by the different functions that the left and right
brains are responsible for.

In this micro module, Dr. CHEUNG Hang Cheong leads us to re-ex-
amine the familiar concept of “consciousness” by looking at the
phenomenon in patients with split brain. Do souls exist? What are
soul and body responsible for? Is such a mind-body divison real?

T % s 555128 For more on the micro module please visit: http://cu-genews.com/2016/09/08/505/
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In dialogue with mathematician — the physical world
in Poincar € ’s eyes
Dr. WU Jun Vivian will look back to the develop-

;ffqnem@phthusfmdieﬂect the nature of

science in face of the challenges that modern physics
faces. What is the difficulty of explaining the world
with physics? Is scientific knowledge absolute? How
should scientists face the problem of “Cosmos”™? At
the end, Dr. WU will explore “science” and “beau-
ty” — two seemingly opposing values, and show how
these two are also similar in some sense.
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Love, Sex & Tragedy
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“How did theatres, mathematics, philosophy,
Olympics and such universal value as
democracy come about from Greece — a
civilization from two thousand years ago?
This book will give you an answer.”
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Recommended by Dr. Lau Po Hei
Lecturer from General Education Foundation
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Book Corner
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From Homer to Dante
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HOW THE ANCIENT
SHAPES OUR LIVES

&/ #% | PR
HiBR Publisher | &4t -
i B AR B R AR 2013

&% Author | Simon. Goldhill

Hiki Publisher | Chicago : University of
Chicago Press 2004
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In CUHK Library: English version UL Reserve 4 hours CB430 .G65 2004
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The Myths of Greece
& Rome
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Muszcophj]ja : Tales of
Music and the Brain e
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“By looking at music-related clinical cases such as the
musician whose memory only lasts for seven seconds,
and the doctor who suddenly falls in love with Chopin’s
music after being struck by lightning, the author embarks
on a search about music, brain, and human beings.”

Hifl Publisher | 275 -
EHRERAR - 2008

Recommended by Dr. Szeto Wai Man
Lecturer from General Education Foundation Programme
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fE# Author | Oliver Sacks

Hilii Publisher | New York : Alfred A. Knopf, 2007
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In CUHK Library: English version CC ML3830 .S13 2007
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Two Mobile Apps as Study Companion
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(Android/iPhone/iPod/iPad Version available)

DiaNable DAIMON
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In Dialogue with Humanity
UGFH1000

In Dialogue with Nature
UGFN1000

DAIMON and DiaNable were developed for the General Education Foundation courses In Dialogue with
Humanity and In Dialogue with Nature. It serves as a mini-dictionary, reading companion and as a means
for self-assessment of understanding of the selected texts. In DiaNable version 3.0, OUTLINE of each
selected texts is now available! It can help you locate the core message of each paragraph. Definitely will
help you read more efficiently.

FESTEI T #E B E £ 2 5 R11CUHK Mobile App Store (https://campusapps.itsc.cuhk.edu.hk/store/)
For more information, please go to CUHK Mobile App Store (https://campusapps.itsc.cuhk.edu.hk/store/)

12 20.01.2017



